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Riverwalk Project
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Riverwalk Project Timeline

City purchases 
Veneer 
property

Property is rezoned from 
industrial to mixed-use

City adopts Urban 
Renewal Plan & 
Report

City raises over $1.5 mil in 
state & federal grant funding 
to plan the site’s future

City secures funding for design & 
construction, including over 
$838K in grants

Veneer Mill Closes

Waterfront Visioning Workshops

Previously Completed: 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Riverwalk Project Timeline

Spring - Summer 2021 Fall 2021 - Spring 2022 Spring 2022 - 2023

Concept Design Preliminary Design
Final Design

Fundraising, Design & Construction TBD

Construction

Present Preferred Design 
Concept to City Council

Community Meeting
Fall 2021

Riverwalk Phase 1

Riverwalk Phase 2

Community Meeting & 
Survey - May 2021
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Community Meeting & Survey

www.sthelensoregon.gov/waterfront/page/riverwalk-project
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Riverwalk Phases



Title

7

PAST
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Natural History

Image Credits: 1. “River Otter” by Scott Campbell, CC 3.0; 2. “Bucephala albeola 010” by MDF, CC 3.0; 3. “Coho Spawning on the Salmon River” by BLM, CC 2.0 
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Cultural History

Image Credits: Columbia County Museum Association



Title

10

PRESENT
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Site Context
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Existing Site
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How do 
you use the 
riverfront 
today?



Title

14

FUTURE
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Riverwalk Activities

running
walking

skating
bikingdog-walki

ng
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Riverwalk Activities

socializi
ng

lounging

viewing mountains & riv
er

learning
picnicking



walking
walking

skating
bikingdog-walki

ng
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Riverwalk Activities

fishing

tubing

wading
paddling

wildlife-viewing
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Feelings/Experiences

Celebratory

Invigorated

Awe-inspired

Fascinated

Curious

Adventurous

Calm

Contemplative

Familiar



Which riverfront activities are most 
important to you?

What feelings or experiences do you 
want to have on the Riverwalk?
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Stories and Themes

Environmental Protection

G
eography of the Region & Wate

rs
he

dFlora & Fauna Identificatio
n

Image Credits: “Osprey prepare to mate” by Matt Edmons, CC 3.0
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Stories and Themes
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w

Image Credits: Columbia County Museum Association
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Stories and Themes

Tim
ber Industry

Shipbuilding Industry

River Shipping Channel

Transportation
Image Credits: Columbia County Museum Association
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Access

Trail access fro
m N
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ill
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Trail access from Columbia View Park
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Access

Access from docks

Access from parking
Access from bike parking



Which themes are important for 
visitors to understand?

Which types of access are important?
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Riverwalk Phase 1: Columbia View Park
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Existing Amphitheater

Image Credit: KATU
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Amphitheater Stage

Unexpect
ed

Familia
r

Modern

Eye-ca
tch

in
g

Rustic

Minim

al

VS.

VS.

VS.



29

Amphitheater Stage

Visible from 
amphitheater only

Surrounded by 
paving

Visible from 
all sides

Surrounded by 
lawn

VS.

VS.
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Riverwalk Phase 1

G
athering space for amphitheater
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Image Credits: KATU
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Riverwalk Phase 1

A place to
 play

A place to look over the water

A place to touch the water

Ed
uc

ati
onal information

Trailhead amenities 



What should the character of the new 
amphitheater stage be?

What activities should be included in 
Riverwalk Phase 1?



Thank you!

www.sthelensoregon.gov/waterfront/page/riverwalk-project


